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While they were eating, as I was trying to expound
to them some of the points of our belief, ‘ Let me
speak,’ said the Savage. Thereupon he told about
the creation of the world, and the deluge, and sev-
eral other articles of our faith, with so much fluency
that I was completely carried away, and envious of
his ability to say so much.” Oh, what a difference
between a man who talks and a child who only stut-
ters! I do not doubt that, if we knew the language
perfectly, we might obtain much from these people.
While I cannot judge the intentions of this man, yet
I can assert that he spoke well, and that he under-
stood what he said; I do not know whether he ap-
proved of it. [2711i.e., 267] These barbarians have
doubled their palisade, by erecting a second one,
distant a foot and a half or thereabout from the first,
intending to fill in this space with branches and mud.
It looks as if they were trying to fortify themselves
in earnest. They have made a regulation that no
one shall throw any filth within their fort. This
morning all the women went to the River to wash
their kettles, and their plates or dishes of bark. Only
two families have begun to clear the land, those of
Etinechkacuat and Nenaskoumat. 'The latter has al-
ready more than half an arpent planted; he declares
that he will make a great field next year, if he can
get some help; he has several children, and fine-
looking ones; if they have the same determination
[as good appearance], they will succeed. I have
promised him every assistance, in proportion to our
limited means; and I have given them both in ad-
vance a present of some shelled Indian corn, which
they have planted. May God give them steadfast-
ness. Since your occupations do not permit you to



